Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 FREETO 02060 051418Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 EB-07 COME-OO AGRE-00 TRSE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 
PRS-01 SP-02 /048W 

056876 051428Z/46 

R 051336Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5654 
INFO AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

UNCLAS FREETOWN 2060 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ECIN, PFOR, SL 

SUB J : SIERRA LEONEAN PERCEPTIONS OF THE MANO RIVER UNION 

1 . A NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL APPEARING IN JBTHE OBSERVER ON JULY 
1 EXPRESSED DISSATISFACTION WITH THE MANO RIVER UNION AND 
SUGGESTED SIERRA LEONE IS NOT BENEFITING AS MUCH AS LIBERIA 
FROM THE UNION. "THE OBSERVER IS AN INDEPENDENT PAPER. NOT 
GOVERNMENT OWNED OR CONTROLLED, BUT GOVERNMENT CAN CENSOR 
ARTICLES IN IT. 

2. EXCERPTS FROM THE EDITORIAL; "SIERRA LEONE OUGHT TO TAKE 
A LONG HARD LOOK AT THE MANO RIVER UNION, FOR IT SEEMS TO ME 
THAT SIERRA LEONE IS GETTING THE DIRTY END OF THE UNION STICK... 

WHAT IS MORE THAN APPARENT IS THE FEELING THAT LIBERIA IS 
BENEFITING FAR MORE FROM THE UNION THAN SIERRA LEONE IS. MEAT 
HAS BEEN SCARCE IN SIERRA LEONE FOR SOME TIME NOW, AND THIS 
HAS BEEN TRACED TO THE FACT THAT COWS ARE BEING SOLD TO BUYERS 
FROM LIBERIA.. .THERE WAS THE MATTER OF SMUGGLING. PEOPLE (ARE) 
IMPORTING THEIR GOODS THROUGH MONROVIA, WHICH IS A FREE PORT, 

AND THEN SMUGGLING THE GOODS INTO SIERRA LEONE. THIS CAUSED 
CONSIDERABLE LOSS OF CUSTIONS REVENUE TO SIERRA LEONE." 
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